The new month of Nissan begins this Tuesday, April 5th, and with it our
tradition to bless fruit trees in bloom. If you don't live in Eretz Yisrael which
has blossoming trees, you can rely on HaRaV Ariel Bar-Tzaddok of
www.koshertorah.com who holds that you can say the blessing on 2 fruit
trees that grow in a conservatory.
According to the Ben Ish Hai, a kabbalist and leader of the Jewish community of
Baghdad a century ago, seeing the blooming of the tree teaches us an important lesson.
When we see how the tree, which during the winter was dry and withered and is now in
full bloom, we are revitalized. When we watch the transformation of nature, we gain the
courage and inspiration to lift out of our despair, and it reminds us that Gd has given us
the tools to renew ourselves.
Based on Kabbalah, R. Yerachmiel Tiles of www.kabbalahonline.org writes that this
blessing has special significance. According to the Arizal, when Jews make this blessing
they are able to redeem souls who have been re-incarnated in the vegetal realm, making
it possible for them to continue or complete their tikun (soul rectification). It should
therefore, be said with intense concentration and kavanah (intention). R. Abrahami
write that reciting this blessing means doing a very great act of Hesed/kindness with the
whole of Yisrael. For all of Yisrael are One. All our souls that were, are, and will be
come from the same place, from under the Throne of Glory of Gd. They are interlinked
beyond the physical limits of body, time, and space as we know them. Just as the
Neshamot of the departed can intercede on our behalf "upstairs" so should we help
those souls who cannot be elevated without our help.
Also, it is desirable to follow the blessing with a donation of three coins to tzedakah
(charity), corresponding to the three soul levels of nefesh-ruach-neshama. The Ben Ish
Hai recommends giving 4 coins for the elevation of the soul of one's departed parents
based on the 4 letters of Shem Havaya ה-ָו-ה- ְיThe following Zohar indicates how
Nissan is an opportune time to assist these wandering souls:

Balak, Volume 3, page 196B
"And Balak...saw" (Bemidbar 22:1): Rabbi Elazar said, Certainly what Rabbi Hiya
said it is a concealed matter. However, it is written: "Even the sparrow has found a
home, and the swallow a nest for herself" (Tehilim 84:4). Did King David then say
this about a simple bird?
It is only as we were taught, how beloved are the souls to the Holy One, blessed
be He. If you say all the souls in the world, it is not so. It is only the souls of
the righteous whose dwellings are with Him. Their dwellings are above and their
dwellings are below, as we were taught. "Even the sparrow has found a home"
refers to the spirits of the just.
We were taught that there are three outer walls to the Garden of Eden. Between
each one of them, many spirits and souls walk leisurely there and derive pleasure
from the fragrance enjoyed by the righteous that are inside the Garden of Eden,
although they themselves did not earn the merits to ente. However, it is written of
the enjoyable pleasure of the just that are inside: "Neither has the eye seen, that
Gd beside You" (Yeshayah 64:3).
There are designated days during the year, which are the days of Nissan and
Tishrei, when these spirits wander and visit the place they should. Even though
there are lots of occasions when they wander, these days are marked and are

visible on the outer walls of the Garden, each one individually in a depiction of
chirping birds, regularly each morning.
That chirping is praise to the Holy One, blessed be He, and a prayer about the lives
of the human beings in this world, because in these days, the children of Yisrael
are busily involved in the precepts and commandments of the Master of the world.
Then, these birds appear to be chirping happily and they chirp and whisper praises
and gratitudes and pray for the living of this world on the walls at the Garden of
Eden.
Rabbi Shimon said, Elazar, you certainly spoke well, since these spirits are
definitely there. But what would you say "And the swallow (dror) a nest for
herself"? He said, This is what I was taught: that refers to the holy soul that rises
above and ascends to a hidden and stored area, where "neither has the eye seen,
that Gd, beside You..."

Before the Blessing it is good to say the following Psalm (Ben Ish Hai, Orah
Hayyim 12))
Psalms Chapter 29 ְּתִהִּלים
ּהבו
ָ ;אִלים
ֵ בֵני
ְּ ,הבּו ַליהָוה
ָ
עז
ֹ כבֹוד ָו
ָּ ,ַליהָוה.
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ִ
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:דִוד
ָ  ְל,מְזמֹור
ִ א

;שמֹו
ְׁ כבֹוד
ְּ ,הבּו ַליהָוה
ָ ב

1 A Psalm of David. Ascribe to Hashem, O
ye sons of might, ascribe to Hashem glory
and strength.
2 Ascribe unto Hashem the glory due unto
His name; worship Hashem in the beauty of
holiness.

:מִים
ָּ ה
ַ -על
ַ ,ג קֹול ְיהָוה
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ִּ ר
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ַ -אל
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3 The voice of Hashem is upon the waters;
the Gd of glory thunders, even Hashem upon
many waters.

דר
ָה
ָב
ֶּ ,קֹול ְיהָוה

4 The voice of Hashem is powerful; the
voice of Hashem is full of majesty.

;ח
ַכ
ֹּ ב
ַּ ְיהָוה-ד קֹול.

-את
ֶ ,בר ְיהָוה
ֵּ ש
ַׁ רִזים; ַוְי
ָא
ֲ בר
ֵש
ֹׁ ,ה קֹול ְיהָוה
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ְא
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5 The voice of Hashem breaks the cedars;
Hashem breaks in pieces the cedars of
Lebanon.

-בן
ֶ כמֹו
ְּ ,רֹין
ְש
ִׂ בנֹון ְו
ָ ְל
מים
ִא
ֵר
ְ.

6 He makes them also to skip like a calf;
Lebanon and Sirion like a young wild-ox.

;עֶגל
ֵ -כמֹו
ְּ דם
ֵ קי
ִר
ְ ו ַוַּי

;צב
ֵח
ֹ ְיהָוה-ז קֹול.

7 The voice of Hashem hews out flames of
fire.

בר
ַּ ד
ְמ
ִ ,חיל ְיהָוה
ִ בר; ָי
ָּ ד
ְמ
ִ חיל
ִ  ָי,ח קֹול ְיהָוה
ׁד
ש
ֵק
ָ.

8 The voice of Hashem shakes the
wilderness; Hashem shakes the wilderness
of Kadesh.

:ערֹות
ָ שף ְי
ֹׂ ח
ֱ  ַוֶּי--אָּילֹות
ַ  ְיחֹוֵלל,ט קֹול ְיהָוה
כבֹוד
ָּ מר
ֵא
ֹ ,כּלֹו
ֻּ --כלֹו
ָ הי
ֵב
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9 The voice of Hashem makes the hinds to
calve, and strips the forests bare;
and in His temple all say: 'Glory.'

ׁא
ש
ֵ הבֹות
ֲ ַל

ך ְלעֹוָלם
ְ מֶל
ֶ ,שב ְיהָוה
ֶׁ שב; ַוֵּי
ָׁ בּול ָי
ּמ
ַּ  ַל,י ְיהָוה.

10 Hashem sat enthroned at the flood;
Hashem sits as King for ever.

ֹמו
ּע
ַ -את
ֶ ך
ְר
ֵב
ָ  ְי,תן; ְיהָוה
ֵּ מֹו ִי
ּע
ַ  ְל,עז
ֹ --יא ְיהָוה
שלֹום
ָּׁ ב
ַ.

11 Hashem will give strength unto His
people; Hashem will bless his people with
peace.

It is recommended to say the following intention before reciting the blessing
(Kaf HaHayyim 226:8)
For the sake of the unification of the Holy One, blessed is He, and His
Shekhinah--with reverence and love and love and reverence--to unify the Name
Yod and Heh with Vav and Heh in perfect unity, in the name of all Yisrael, and
in the name of all nefeshes, ruachs and neshamahs which relate to the roots of
our nefesh, our ruach, and our neshamah, and that which clothes them and
those near to them that generally derive from the worlds of Atzilut/Emanation,
Beriah/Creation, Yetzirah/Formation, and Asiya/Making. We are hereby
prepared and ready to fulfill the comandment of reciting the blessing which
our Sages of blessed memory instituted over the seeing of blossoming trees.
And may it rise before You, Hashem, our Gd and Gd of our ancestors, as if we
had contemplated all the intentions that are appropriate to contemplate when
reciting this blessing--as well as the secrets contained within it. And may it be
deemed worthy and acceptable and favorable before You this blessing to sift
and to elevate through it all the holy sparks that are mixed in all the vegetation,
and all the nefeshes, ruachs, and neshamahs that are reincarnated within it.
And You Gd with Your attribute of goodness and with Your great kindness
illuminate for them with the light of Your face and complete their sifiting and
repair. Bless them, purify them, Your compassionate righteousness always
grant them [ ] בט'ר צת'ג. And may it be Your will, Hashem, our Gd and Gd of
our ancestors, that in the merit of this blessing that we are about to recite, may
it be fulfilled for us the statement:
ׁשר
ֶ  ֲא,ׂשֶדה
ָ  ְּכֵריַח,ְרֵאה ֵריַח ְּבִני
ֵּבְרכֹו ְיהָוה.

See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which
Hashem has blessed.

And may we receive the influx of the 10 blessings as it is written:
,ּשַמִים
ָׁ  ִמַּטל ַה, ָהֱאֹלִהים,ְלָך-ְויִֶּתן
So Gd give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fat places
,רב ָּדָגן
ֹ ְו--ׁשַמֵּני ָהָאֶרץ
ְ ּוִמ
of the earth, and plenty of corn and wine.
רׁש
ֹ ְוִתי.
 וישתחו,יַַעְבדּוָך ַעִּמים
ֱהֵוה ְגִביר--ׁשַּתֲחוּו( ְלָך ְלֻאִּמים
ְ ִ)ְוי
;ׁשַּתֲחוּו ְלָך ְּבֵני ִאֶּמָך
ְ ִ ְוי,ְלַאֶחיָך
 ּוְמָבְרֶכיָך ָּברּוְך,א ְֹרֶריָך ָארּור.

Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be a
ruler over your brothers, and let your mother's sons bow
down to you. Cursed be every one that curses you, and
blessed be every one that blesses you.

-- נ ַֹעם ֲאד ָֹני ֱאֹלֵהינּו,ִויִהי
:ָעֵלינּו
And let the graciousness of the Lord our Gd be upon us;
 ּכֹוְנָנה,ׂשה יֵָדינּו
ֵ ּוַמֲע
establish also upon us the work of our hands; , the work of our
,ׂשה יֵָדינּו
ֵ  ָעֵלינּו; ּוַמֲעhands establish
ּכֹוְנֵנהּו.

,ִפי-יְִהיּו ְלָרצֹון ִאְמֵרי
:ְוֶהְגיֹון ִלִּבי ְלָפֶניָך
 צּוִרי ְוג ֲֹאִלי,ְיהָוה

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable before You Hashem my Rock, and my Redeemer

We are told that upon seeing fruit trees in bloom during the spring, we may
say this blessing (only once per year) with joy and concentration:
ברוך אתה ה' אלוקינו מלך העולם שלא חיסר בעולמו כלום וברא בו בריות טובות ואילנות טובות ליהנות בהם בני אדם

Blessed are You, Hashem, our Gd, King of the universe, for nothing is lacking
in His universe, and He created in it good creatures and good trees, to cause
mankind pleasure with them.
Transliterated, the blessing is:
Baruch Ata Ado-nay Elo-heinu Melech Ha-Olam she-lo chisar
b'olamo davar, u-vara vo beriyot tovot v'ilanot tovim, l'hanot bahem
b'nei adam.

After this blessing, some say the following prayer:
May it be Your will, Hashem, our Gd and Gd of our ancestors, that You bring
us up to our land with joy and establish us within our territory, and there we
shall fulfill the commandment of terumot and ma'aserot/tithing, and all the
commandments that depend on the Land that you bequeathed to our
ancestors, a land flowing with milk and honey,
,מת
ֹ ֹ ֲעיָֹנת ּוְתה-- ַנֲחֵלי ָמִים,ֶאֶרץ
י ְֹצִאים ַּבִּבְקָעה ּוָבָהר.

a land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths,
springing forth in valleys and hills;

 ְוֶגֶפן ּוְתֵאָנה,ׂשע ָֹרה
ְ ֶאֶרץ ִחָּטה ּו
 ּוְדָבׁש,ׁשֶמן
ֶ ֵזית-ְוִרּמֹון; ֶאֶרץ.

a land of wheat and barley, and vines and fig-trees and
pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey

as You commanded us in Your Torah through Mosheh Your servant.
Please Hashem for the sake of Your great Name, increase your kindness
towards us and establish for us the matter that You promised us through
Mosheh Your servant:
 ְּבִעָּתם; ְוָנְתָנה,ׁשֵמיֶכם
ְ ְוָנַתִּתי ִג
ּשֶדה יִֵּתן
ָׂ  ְוֵעץ ַה,ָהָאֶרץ ְיבּוָלּה
ִּפְריֹו.

then I will give your rains in their season, and the land
shall yield her produce, and the trees of the field shall yield
their fruit.

,ָּבִציר-ּשיג ָלֶכם ַּדִיׁש ֶאת
ִׂ ְוִה
ָזַרע; ַוֲאַכְלֶּתם-ּשיג ֶאת
ִׂ ַּוָבִציר י
ׁשְבֶּתם ָלֶבַטח
ַ  ִוי,ַלְחְמֶכם ָלׂש ַֹבע
ְּבַאְרְצֶכם.

And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the
vintage shall reach unto the sowing time; and you shall eat
your bread until you have enough, and dwell in your land
safely

And establish for us the matter that You promised us through Yeshayah Your
prophet:
, ִלְצִבי, יְִהֶיה ֶצַמח ְיהָוה,ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא
ּוְלָכבֹוד; ּוְפִרי ָהָאֶרץ ְלָגאֹון
ׂשָרֵאל
ְ ִ ִלְפֵליַטת י,ּוְלִתְפֶאֶרת.
And it is stated:
ׁשבּו; ְוָנְטעּו
ָ ָ ְוי,ּוָבנּו ָבִּתים
 ְוָאְכלּו ִּפְרָים,ְכָרִמים.

In that day shall the growth of Hashem be beautiful
and glorious, and the fruit of the land excellent and
comely for the remnant of Israel

And they shall build houses, and inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them

And fulfill for us that which You promised us through Amos Your prophet:
,ְיהָוה- ְנֻאם,יג ִהֵּנה יִָמים ָּבִאים
 ְוד ֵֹרְך ֲעָנִבים,ְוִנַּגׁש חֹוֵרׁש ַּבּק ֵֹצר
ׁשְך ַהָּזַרע; ְוִהִּטיפּו ֶהָהִרים
ֵ ֹ ְּבמ
ַהְּגָבעֹות ִּתְתמֹוַגְגָנה- ְוָכל,ָעִסיס.

13 Behold, the days come, says Hashem, that the plowman
shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of grapes him
that sows seed; and the mountains shall drop sweet wine,
and all the hills shall melt.

ׁשבּות ַעִּמי
ְ - ֶאת,ׁשְבִּתי
ַ יד ְו
,ׁשבּו
ָ ָׁשּמֹות ְוי
ַ  ּוָבנּו ָעִרים ְנ,ׂשָרֵאל
ְ ִי
;ֵייָנם-ׁשתּו ֶאת
ָ ְוָנְטעּו ְכָרִמים ְו
ְּפִריֶהם- ְוָאְכלּו ֶאת,ְוָעׂשּו ַגּנֹות.

14 And I will turn the captivity of My people Israel, and
they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and
they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof;
they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit

And fulfill for us that which You promised through Yechezkel Your prophet:
 ּוְתנּוַבת,ְּפִרי ָהֵעץ-ְוִהְרֵּביִתי ֶאת
And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase
ׁשר ֹלא ִתְקחּו עֹוד
ֶ  ֲא, ְלַמַען:ּשֶדה
ָׂ  ַהof the field, that ye may receive no more the reproach of
ַּבּגֹוִים--ֶחְרַּפת ָרָעב.
famine among the nations.
And it is stated:
ׂשָפתֹו ִמֶּזה
ְ -ַהַּנַחל יֲַעֶלה ַעל-ְוַעל
ִיּבֹול-ַמֲאָכל ֹלא-ֵעץ-ּוִמֶּזה ָּכל
ׁשיו
ָ  ָלֳחָד,ּתם ִּפְריֹו
ֹ ִי-ָעֵלהּו ְוֹלא
ַהִּמְקָּדׁש- ִמן,ִּכי ֵמיָמיו--יְַבֵּכר
ֵהָּמה יֹוְצִאים; והיו )ְוָהָיה( ִפְריֹו
 ְוָעֵלהּו ִלְתרּוָפה,ְלַמֲאָכל.

And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this side and on
that side, shall grow every tree for food, whose leaf shall not
wither, neither shall the fruit thereof fail; it shall bring forth
new fruit every month, because the waters thereof issue out
of the sanctuary; and the fruit thereof shall be for food, and
the leaf thereof for medicine.'

[And from the Festival Musaf Prayer we recite]
Our Gd and Gd of our ancestors, compassionate King, have mercy on us,
Good and Benificent One, be available to us and return to us in Your stirring
mercies on account of our Patriarchs who performed Your will. Rebuild Your
House as at the beginning, establish Your Temple on its foundation; show us
its rebuilding and let us rejoice in its perfection. Return Your Shekhinah to it
and return the Kohanim to their service and the Levites to their platform to do
their song and melody, and return Yisrael to their dwellings . And there we
shalll appear ascend and appear and prostrate ourselves before You during
the 3 periods of our festivals each and every year, as written in the Torah:

-ּשָנה יֵָרֶאה ָכל
ָׁ ׁשלֹוׁש ְּפָעִמים ַּב
ָ
,ְּפֵני ְיהָוה ֱאֹלֶהיָך-ְזכּוְרָך ֶאת
ְּבַחג ַהַּמּצֹות--ׁשר יְִבָחר
ֶ ַּבָּמקֹום ֲא
 ּוְבַחג ַהֻּסּכֹות; ְוֹלא,ּשֻבעֹות
ָׁ ּוְבַחג ַה
 ֵריָקם,ְּפֵני ְיהָוה-יֵָרֶאה ֶאת.

Three times in a year shall all your males appear before
Hashem Your Gd in the place which He shall choose; on
the feast of unleavened bread, and on the feast of weeks,
and on the feast of tabernacles; and they shall not appear
before Hashem empty;

 ְּכִבְרַּכת ְיהָוה, ְּכַמְּתַנת ָידֹו,ִאיׁש
ָלְך-ׁשר ָנַתן
ֶ  ֲא,ֱאֹלֶהיָך

every man shall give as he is able, according to the
blessing of Hashem your Gd which He has given you.

May You reign, You, Who are Hashem, our Gd, soon over all Your handiworks,
upon Mt. Zion, the dwelling place of Your glory, and in Yerushalayim, the city
of Your Sanctuary, as it is written in Your holy words:
, ֱאֹלַהִיְך ִצּיֹון-- ְלעֹוָלם,יְִמֹלְך ְיהָוה
Hashem will reign for ever,Your Gd, O Zion, unto all
:דר
ֹ דר ָו
ֹ ְל
generations.
ָיּה-ַהְללּו.
Hallelujah.

It is recomended to then say the following (Kaf HaHayyim 226:8):
Psalms Chapter 122 ְּתִהִּלים
: ְלָדִוד,ׁשיר ַהַּמֲעלֹות
ִ א
ה ֵנֵלְך-ָו-ה- ֵּבית ְי-- ְּבא ְֹמִרים ִלי,ׂשַמְחִּתי
ָ .

1 A Song of Ascents; of David. I rejoiced
when they said unto me: 'Let us go unto
the house of .Hashem '

ׁשִָלם
ָ  ְירּו,ׁשָעַרִיְך
ְ ִּב

2 Our feet are standing within your gates,
O Jerusalem;

-- ָהיּו ַרְגֵלינּו,ב ע ְֹמדֹות.

ָּלּה יְַחָּדו-ׁשֻחְּבָרה
ֶ ,ְּכִעיר

--ׁשִַלם ַהְּבנּוָיה
ָ ג ְירּו.

3 Jerusalem, that is built as a city that is
compact together;

:ׂשָרֵאל
ְ ִֵעדּות ְלי--ּה-ָי-ׁשְבֵטי
ִ ,ׁשָבִטים
ְ ּשם ָעלּו
ָׁ ׁש
ֶ ד
ה-ָו-ה-ׁשם ְי
ֵ  ְל,הדֹות
ֹ ְל.

4 Whither the tribes went up, even the
tribes of Hashem , as a testimony unto
Israel, to give thanks unto the name of
Hashem .

 ְלֵבית,ִּכְסאֹות
ָּדִוד.

5 For there were set thrones for judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.

 א ֲֹהָבִיְך,ׁשָליּו
ְ ִי

:ׁשָּפט
ְ ׁשבּו ִכְסאֹות ְלִמ
ְ ָ י,ׁשָּמה
ָ ה ִּכי
;ׁשִָלם
ָ ׁשלֹום ְירּו
ְ ,ׁשֲאלּו
ַ ו.

 ְּבַאְרְמנֹוָתִיְך,ׁשְלָוה
ַ

;ׁשלֹום ְּבֵחיֵלְך
ָ -ז יְִהי.

7 Peace be within thy walls, and prosperity
within thy palaces.

-- ַאַחי ְוֵרָעי,ח ְלַמַען.

8 For my brothers and companions' sakes,
I will now say: 'Peace be within you.'

--ה ֱאֹלֵהינּו-ָו-ה-ְי- ֵּבית,ט ְלַמַען.

9 For the sake of the house of Hashem our
Gd I will seek your good.

ׁשלֹום ָּבְך
ָ ָּנא-ֲאַדְּבָרה
ׁשה טֹוב ָלְך
ָ ֲאַבְק

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; may
they prosper that love you.

Petahat Eliyahu prayer masterfully translated by HaRav Ariel Bar Tzaddok and
found at http://www.koshertorah.com/PDF/ptah-eliyahu.pdf should be recited
next.
Eliyahu, of blessed memory began and said: "Master of the universe, You are a
Unity that cannot be reckoned. You are above all those who are above and
concealed more than any that are concealed. No thought is able to grasp You
at all. You are the One who has brought forth "ten levels" (tikunim), which we
refer to as the ten sefirot. By them do You guide all the worlds, both the
revealed u are the One who unites them and joins them. You dwell within them.
Therefore, anyone who would dare try to separate one of these ten sefirot from
another is considered having tried to separate Your Unity. These ten sefirot all
follow in accordance to their nature; one is long, one is short and one is in the
middle. You are the One who guides them, though there is none who guides
You, not from above, not from below, not from any side. You have ordained
them to be garments, from which come forth the souls of human beings. How
many are the bodies You have made? They are all called "bodies,” for they
clothe that which is concealed within them. This is their order: Hesed is the
right arm; Gevurah is the left arm; Tiferet is the torso; Netzah and Hod are the
two legs. Yesod is at the end of the body; it is the sign of the holy covenant.
Malkhut is the mouth; we refer to Her as the Oral Torah. Hokhma is the brain,
which is inner contemplation. Binah is the heart, for it is the heart that
understands. Regarding these two (sefirot), it is written: "the hidden things
belong to Adonai our G-d" (Devarim 29:28). The Supernal Keter is the crown of
Malkhut; of it is it said, "It tells the end from the beginning" (Yishaya 46:10).
This is the skull, the place where the Tefillin rest. From within comes the Name
Havaya D'MAH, this is the path of Atzilut. This Name is the provider of Water to
all the Tree (of the sefirot), in all its limbs and branches. Like water that
irrigates a tree, by this Water is this Tree strengthened and thus grows.
Master of the universe! You are above all and the Cause of all causes. You who
waters the Tree with that great Flow. That great Flow is like the soul to the
body. It is the life of the body. Yet, within You there is no image or form of
body, not from anything inside or out.
You have created the heavens and the earth and brought forth with them the
Sun and the Moon, the stars and the constellations. Upon the earth, You have
brought forth the trees, the grass, the Garden of Eden, herbs, animals, birds,
fish and human beings. All were brought forth in order that they may know that
which is above. That all may know the order of operations of those things
above and below, to recognize the relationship between above and below. Yet,
none can know You. Aside from Your Unity, there is no unity, not above or
below. You are known to be over all and L-rd of all things.
All the sefirot, every one of them has a known Name. You fill each of these
Names. You are the One who completes each one. When You withdraw from
them, their Names are left as bodies without a soul.
You are Wise, but not with a knowable wisdom. You understand, but not with
knowable understanding. You have no known place, yet human beings will
perceive Your strength and power, to show them how the world operates in
accordance with mercy and severity, which are righteousness and justice, all
in accordance with the actions of those below.
Judgment is severity; justice is the center column. Righteousness is the holy
kingdom; the scales of justice are supported by truth. Righteousness is the
sign of the covenant. All is to show how the world operates, not that there is

not righteousness that is severe, or justice that is merciful, for within each are
all.
Rise up, Rabbi Shimon! And let new things be revealed by your hands. For to
you has permission been granted that by your hands shall be revealed the
most sublime of secrets that which no one has been allowed to reveal, until
now.
Rabbi Shimon arose and began to say: "To You Adonai is the greatness and
the severity, etc..." (I Divrei 29:11). Those above are listening, those who sleep
in Hebron, as well as the Faithful Shepherd. Rise up from your sleep! "Awaken
and sing, you who sleep in the dust" (Is. 26:19). These are the Righteous, who
come forth from the side referred to as "I sleep, yet my heart is awake" (Shir
HaShirim 5:2). These ones are not dead, therefore are they told to 'awake and
sing.'
Faithful Shepherd, you and the fathers must awake and sing in order to arouse
the Shekhina that sleeps in the exile. For up to now all the Righteous are
asleep, the slumber is upon their eyes. Immediately the Shekhina cries out
three times to the Faithful Shepherd, saying to him "Rise up! For of you it is
written: "The voice of my beloved is knocking" (Shir 5:2), this by the four
letters of the Name. It also says: 'Open to me, my sister, my beloved, my pure
one" (ibid.), for "the punishment of your sins is fulfilled, O daughter of Zion, no
more will you be carried away into exile" (Eika 4:22). For My Head is full of dew
(Tal).
What does this mean "My Head is full of dew (Tal)? The Holy One, blessed be
He answers and says: "You have thought that from the day the Temple was
destroyed, that I have entered My (heavenly) house and dwelt there, but this is
not so! I have not entered it at all! For as long as you are in exile, you have a
sign: My Head is full of dew" (Tal). The final Hey of Havaya, She is the
Shekhina in exile. Her life and Her completion comes from the "dew" (Tal). This
"dew" is the letters of the Name Yod Hey Vav, (which numerically equals 39, or
Tal, in Hebrew).
The final Hey of the Name Havaya D'MAH is not included in the value of "Tal.”
Only Yod Hey Vav alone equal "Tal.” This is what flows down to the Shekhina
(Hey) from all the supernal sources. Immediately arose the Faithful Shepherd
and the holy fathers with him. This is all that can be revealed about the secret
of Unity. Blessed be G-d, forever and ever. Amen and amen.
Psalms Chapter 126 ְּתִהִּלים
: ַהַּמֲעלֹות,ׁשיר
ִ א
 ְּכח ְֹלִמים, ָהִיינּו--ׁשיַבת ִצּיֹון
ִ - ֶאת,ה-ָו-ה-ְּבׁשּוב ְי.

1 A Song of Ascents. When Hashem
brought back those that returned to Zion,
we were like unto them that dream.

: ּוְלׁשֹוֵננּו ִרָּנה-- ִּפינּו,ׂשחֹוק
ְ ב ָאז יִָּמֵלא
- ַלֲעׂשֹות ִעם,ה-ָו-ה- ִהְגִּדיל ְי-- ֹיאְמרּו ַבּגֹוִים,ָאז
ֵאֶּלה.

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
and our tongue with singing;
then said they among the nations: '
Hashem has done great things with these.'

ׂשֵמִחים
ְ ָהִיינּו

3 Hashem has done great things with us;
we are rejoiced.

-- ַלֲעׂשֹות ִעָּמנּו,ג ִהְגִּדיל ְיהָוה.

--(ׁשִביֵתנּו
ְ ) שבותנו- ֶאת,ה-ָו-ה-ד ׁשּוָבה ְי
ַּכֲאִפיִקים ַּבֶּנֶגב.

4 Turn our captivity, Hashem, as the
streams in the dry land.

צרּו
ֹ ְּבִרָּנה יְִק

--ה ַהּז ְֹרִעים ְּבִדְמָעה.

5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

:ַהָּזַרע-ׁשְך
ֶ ׂשא ֶמ
ֵ ֹ  נ--כה
ֹ  ּוָב,ו ָהלֹוְך יֵֵלְך
 ֲאֻלּמ ָֹתיו,ׂשא
ֵ ֹ  נ--בא ְבִרָּנה
ֹ ָי-ּבא
ֹ .

6 Though he goes on his way weeping that
beareth the measure of seed,
he shall come home with joy, bearing his
sheaves.

Psalms Chapter 148 ְּתִהִּלים
:ָיּה-א ַהְללּו
 ַּבְּמרֹוִמים,ַהְללּוהּו

1 Hallelujah. Praise Hashem from the
;ּשַמִים
ָׁ ַה- ִמן,ה-ָו-ה-ְי-ַהְללּו ֶאת. heavens; praise Him in the heights.

ְצָבָאו- ָּכל,ַהְללּוהּו

;ַמְלָאָכיו-ב ַהְללּוהּו ָכל.

ּכֹוְכֵבי אֹור- ָּכל,ַהְללּוהּו
ׁשר ֵמַעל
ֶ  ֲא,ְוַהַּמִים
ּשָמִים
ָׁ ַה.

;ׁשֶמׁש ְויֵָרַח
ֶ ,ג ַהְללּוהּו.

;ּשָמִים
ָׁ ׁשֵמי ַה
ְ ,ד ַהְללּוהּו

2 Praise Him, all His angels; praise Him,
all His hosts.
3 Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him,
all stars of light.
4 Praise Him, heavens of heavens, and
waters that are above the heavens.

ִּכי הּוא ִצָּוה ְוִנְבָראּו

:ה-ָו-ה-ׁשם ְי
ֵ - ֶאת,ה יְַהְללּו.

5 Let them praise the name of Hashem; for
He commanded, and they were created.

 ְוֹלא יֲַעבֹור,ָנַתן-ָחק

;ו ַוּיֲַעִמיֵדם ָלַעד ְלעֹוָלם.

6 He has also established them for ever
and ever; He has made a decree which
shall not be transgressed.

- ְוָכל,ַּתִּניִנים
המֹות
ֹ ְּת.

--ָהָאֶרץ- ִמן,ה-ָו-ה-ְי-ז ַהְללּו ֶאת

ׂשה ְדָברֹו
ָ ֹ  ע,רּוַח ְסָעָרה
ֲאָרִזים- ְוָכל,ֵעץ ְּפִרי

;ׁשֶלג ְוִקיטֹור
ֶ ,ח ֵאׁש ּוָבָרד.
;ְּגָבעֹות-ט ֶהָהִרים ְוָכל.

 ְוִצּפֹור ָּכָנף,ֶרֶמׂש

;ְּבֵהָמה-י ַהַחָּיה ְוָכל.

ׁש ְֹפֵטי- ְוָכל,ׂשִרים
ָ
ָאֶרץ.

;ְלֻאִּמים- ְוָכל,ֶאֶרץ-יא ַמְלֵכי

ְנָעִרים- ִעם,ְזֵקִנים

;ְּבתּולֹות-יב ַּבחּוִרים ְוַגם.

7 Praise Hashem from the earth, seamonsters, and all deeps;
8 Fire and hail, snow and vapour, stormy
wind, fulfilling His word;
9 Mountains and all hills, fruitful trees
and all cedars;
10 Beasts and all cattle, creeping things
and winged fowl;
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all judges of the earth;
12 Both young men and maidens, old men
and children;

:ׁשמֹו ְלַבּדֹו
ְ ׂשָּגב
ְ ִנ- ִּכי--ה-ָו-ה-ׁשם ְי
ֵ - ֶאת,יג יְַהְללּו
ׁשָמִים
ָ ֶאֶרץ ְו- ַעל,הֹודֹו.

13 Let them praise the name of Hashem ,
for His name alone is exalted; His glory is
above the earth and heaven.

--ֲחִסיָדיו- ְּתִהָּלה ְלָכל,יד ַוּיֶָרם ֶקֶרן ְלַעּמֹו
:רבֹו
ֹ  ַעם ְק,ׂשָרֵאל
ְ ִִלְבֵני י
ָיּה-ַהְללּו.

14 And He has lifted up a horn for His
people, a praise for all His saints,even for
the children of Israel, a people near unto
Him. Hallelujah.

The laws concerning this follow from www.dailyhalacha.com
There is a Mitzva to recite "Birkat Ha'ilanot" ("the blessing over trees") upon
seeing blossoming trees during the month of Nissan. The recitation of the
Beracha and the accompanying text is followed by a "Kaddish Yehe Shelama,"
and for this reason it is preferable to recite Birkat Ha'ilanot in the presence of a
Minyan.
However, as Rav Pinhas Zevihi (contemporary) rules in his work Birkat Yosef
(p. 83), if a person chances upon blossoming trees in private, he should recite
the Beracha at that point, rather than wait for the opportunity to recite the
Beracha with a Minyan. Rav Zevihi tells that thirty years ago, when Hacham
Ovadia Yosef served as Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv, Hacham Ovadia came to visit
him towards the beginning of Nissan and they noticed two blossoming trees.
Despite the fact that they were not in the presence of a Minyan, the two Rabbis
immediately recited Birkat Ha'ilanot with great joy and fervor. Rav Zevihi tells
that the trees dried very quickly that year, such that many people who delayed
the recitation of Birkat Ha'ilanot lost the opportunity to fulfill this Mitzva. This
incident demonstrates the importance of reciting Birkat Ha'ilanot at the earliest
opportunity, even without a Minyan.
Hacham Ovadia Yosef (Yabia Omer – vol. 2, Yoreh De'a 18:3) issues a similar
ruling with regard to the monthly recitation of Birkat Ha'lebana (the Beracha
over the new moon). This Beracha, too, should ideally be recited together with
a Minyan, but Hacham Ovadia rules that it is nevertheless preferable to recite it
at the first opportunity. Otherwise, cloud cover might prevent one from reciting
it afterward, and he will then miss the opportunity of fulfilling this Mitzva.
If a person saw blossoming trees during Nissan and did not, for whatever
reason, recite Birkat Ha'ilanot, he recites the Beracha upon his second
sighting of the trees, provided that the fruits have not emerged and the trees
are still in their blossoming stage. The Mishna Berura (commentary to the
Shulhan Aruch by Rabbi Yisrael Kagan, 1839-1933), in Siman 226 (5), cites this
ruling from the Mahasit Ha'shekel (Rabbi Shemuel Klein, Germany, 1724-1806),
and this is also the position taken by Rav Zevihi (ibid., p. 86) and Hacham
Ovadia Yosef (in his new work on the laws of Berachot, p. 466).

